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"Practical solutions to problems faced by most of 

us as we age" 
 

By  
Geoff Fernie, PhD PEng FCAHS 

Director, Rehabilitation Research  
Toronto Rehab 

University Health Network 
 
This presentation will describe the device development component of 
Toronto Rehabilitation Institute’s activities. Examples of products that are 
at advanced stages of commercialization will be shown.  Geoff will also 
describe how the special skills and resources of Toronto Rehab make it 
possible to move through all the stages of development from the 
identification of need through advanced design and prototyping to 
commercialization and testing. Toronto Rehab’s capabilities and resources 
are unusual, and it is anticipated that others within UHN and the University 
of Toronto may be able to identify opportunities for collaboration. 
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Dr. Geoff Fernie Ph.D., P.Eng., FCAHS  
 
 

Dr Geoff Fernie has a primary appointment at the University of Toronto as 
Professor in the Department of Surgery with cross appointments that include the 
Institute of Biomaterials and Biomedical Engineering, Departments of 
Mechanical and Industrial Engineering, Physical Therapy, and Occupational 
Science and Occupational Therapy.  He is a professional engineer and Institute 
Director for research at Toronto Rehabilitation Institute-UHN. 

 
Dr Fernie is recognized as a world leader in the application of engineering to create solutions for 
problems commonly encountered by people with disabilities. He is the principal investigator on a 
major infrastructure award from CFI which funded the most advanced design, prototyping and 
testing facilities for rehabilitation technology and assistive devices in the world.  He is focused 
on the development of technology to help people continue to live in their own homes. He has 6 
commercialized products and 4 currently in clinical trials.  He has helped launch 3 successful 
companies.  He has published over 120 peer reviewed journal papers and book chapters and has 
17 awarded patents and an additional 11 filings. 
 
Dr Fernie’s achievements have been recognized by the Jonas Salk Award, MEDEC Award, the 
Mickey Milner Award, by admission to the Terry Fox Hall of Fame and the Canadian Academy 
of Health Sciences. 
 
 


	Techna Rounds
	By
	Thursday, March 29, 2012



