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ABSTRACT 
Every aspect of a Digital Health Ecosystem is enabled by data. Health IT (HIT) components of the ecosystem either 
create data, consume data or both. Data is the “fuel” for everything we do using HIT. It starts with finding the right 
patient with key identifying information, viewing patient data for decision making, and capturing data 
electronically in the patient record. Patient specific data is used in various ways including clinical decision support, 
chronic disease management, orders, referrals, monitoring and managing medical devices, analytics, research, and 
in the very near future for artificial intelligence and automation. One of the big challenges in effectively using the 
data has been and still is interoperability. Therefore, we need to rethink the paradigm for interoperability and 
embrace others that don’t constrain us to an approach which relies on pre-defined exchange of information via 
messages or documents. This session will define a digital health ecosystem and core platform services along with 
their critical success factors.  It will introduce a new paradigm for interoperability based on the concept of Data as 
a Service. 
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